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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pedersen et al [US 6,289,331]. 

Regarding claim 1 , the claimed system for coordinating the activity of a plurality of 
humans, comprising: a plurality of humans each having a communicator device (each of 
the fire fighting resources 30, 40 and associated personnel such as firefighters/fighting 
personnel includes a cellular telephone for communicating with the fire control 
headquarter 20, see Fig. 1 , col. 7, lines 14-22 and col. 14, lines 46-52); and the central 
automated controller having reasoning capability based on a predetermined set of 
criteria (the fire control headquarter 20 includes a control processor 208 automatically 
optimized fire fighting activities including analyzing and determining of the fire location 
and personnel in critical conditions, see Figs. 15 and 18-19, col. 2, lines 10-21, col. 3, 
lines 16-25, col. 6, lines 54-65, col. 7, lines 58-67, col. 8, lines 1-4, col. 13, lines 1-14 
and col. 16, lines 1-15); and the controller being able to communicate messages to and 
from each communicator device of each of the humans (the fire control headquarter 20 
is continuously or periodically communicating/dispatching messages, commands and 
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information to each of the fire fighting resources 30, 40 and fighting personnel via 
communication channels or links 90, 216 and cellular telephone network, see Fig. 1 , col. 
7, lines 45-67, col. 14, lines 13-55 and col. 20, lines 44-51); and the controller being 
able to process input from each of the communicator devices and process said input in 
accordance with programmed decision making capability to accomplish predetermined 
objectives and provide output to at least some of the humans through the communicator 
devices to assess a situation and direct steps in response thereto and the controller 
coordinating decisions assessment reasoning predetermined objectives being adapted 
to continue receiving inputs, based on a predetermined model and task to determine the 
best way to accomplish the (the fire control headquarter 20 includes a control processor 
208 is programmed to receives audio and video information data from each of the fire 
location, fire firefighting resources 30, 40 and fighting personnel, then it processes and 
analysis of received data, derivation of optimal control strategies. The control processor 
208 made decisions, risk assessment, commands, directing and instruction with each of 
the remote control centers 21-26 and various firer fighting resources 30, 40 and fire 
fighting personnel for optimizing fire fighting activities, see Figs. 1 and 20, col. 6, lines 
54-65, col. 7, lines 14-22 and 41-67, col. 13, lines 1-14, col. 15, lines 53-61, col. 16, 
lines 1-67, col. 17, lines 1-5, col. 19, lines 46-52 and col. 20, lines 20-51); 

Regarding claim 2, the claimed plurality of human are formed into a plurality of teams 
(the fire fighting team includes a plurality of fire fighting personnel, fire fighting resources 
30, 40 with their own personnel, see col. 7, lines 14-22 and col. 19, lines 46-50). 
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Regarding claim 3, the claimed communicator device of each member of each team is a 
mobile device selected from the group comprising a radio transmitter/receiver (the 
cellular telephone and radio phone networks, see col. 14, lines 46-48). 

Regarding claim 4, the claimed communicator device of each member of each team is a 
laptop or desktop computer or other stationary or vehicle mounted information 
transmitter and receiver (each of the fire fighting resources 30, 40 includes a computer, 
see col. 8, lines 30-32). 

Regarding claim 5, the claimed coordinator that reasons, assesses and makes 
decisions are cited in respect to claim 1 above. 

Regarding claim 6, the claimed programmed decision making capability to accomplish 
predetermined objective provides outputs to the communicator device comprising an 
output selected from the group consisting of instructions, questions and combinations 
thereof (the control processor 208 is programmed to output selected code signals 
defining the results of computer processing and analysis of the various fire control 
factors are provided to each fire fighting resources 30, 40 and fire fighting personnel, 
see col. 7, lines 45-67, col. 13, lines 1-14, col. 14, lines 13-52, col. 17, lines 1-5, col. 19, 
lines 46-52 and col. 20, lines 20-51). 
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Regarding claim 7, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 1 and 5 
above. 

Regarding claim 8, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 2 and 7 
above. 

Regarding claim 9, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 3 and 7 
above. 

Regarding claim 10, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 4 and 
7 above. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 5 and 
7 above. 

Regarding claim 12, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 6 and 
7 above. 

Regarding claim 13, the method claimed limitations are met by the apparatus claims 1 
and 7 above. 



i 
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Regarding claim 14, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 2 and 

13 above. 

Regarding claim 15, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 3 and 

14 above. 

Regarding claim 16, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 4 and 
14 above. 

Regarding claim 17, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 5 and 
14 above. 



Regarding claim 18, all the claimed subject matters are cited in respect to claims 6 and 
14 above. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Pedersen et al discloses a system and method for automatically detecting fires in 
select area to coordinating an optimum fire fighting strategies. [US 5,832,187] 
Carrier et al discloses a mobile emergency response platform to coordinate a plurality 
of rescue teams through wireless communications. [US 6,798,343] 
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Moore discloses a rapid response health care communication system for providing 
rapid and reliable health services to patients located within or outside a health care 
facility, comprising a health care coordinate console to communicate with the personnel 
communication network. [US 4,237,344] 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
examiner should be directed to primary examiner Van Trieu whose telephone number 
is (571 ) 272-2972. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7:00 AM to 
3:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Jeffery Hofsass can be reached on (571 ) 272-2981 . 




Van Trieu 
Primary Examiner 
Date: 5/20/05 



